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ABSTRACT: Stannylcarbynes [M(CSnMe3)-
(CO)2(Tp*)] [M = Mo, W; Tp* = hydrotris-
(dimethylpyrazol-1-yl)borate], which are readily obtained
via the successive treatment of [M(CBr)(CO)2(Tp*)]
with nBuLi and ClSnMe3, serve as effective carbyne
transmetalation agents for the preparation of heteronuclear
molecular gold carbido complexes such as [M(
CAuPPh3)(CO)2(Tp*)] and the tetrameric golden ring
complex [W(CAu)(CO)2(Tp*)]4, which are in turn
able to transfer the carbido unit to palladium.

Molecular carbido complexes take three distinct forms. The
oldest involve interstitial carbido atoms within clusters.1

Until recently, these carbon atoms have played little more than a
structural cementing role, being buried within polymetallic
assemblies and shielded from direct participation in chemical
transformations. This perspective may change now that a carbido
atom has been implicated in the FeMo-cofactor core of
nitrogenase.2 At the other extreme, the isolation of terminal
carbido complexes might be expected to presage a rich chemistry
were it not for the somewhat unexpectedly reticent reactivity of
such species.3 Between these extremes, binuclear carbido
complexes present an intermediate situation for exploration.
The few examples known to date may be described by two

limiting valence-bond descriptions (Scheme 1): (i) dimetallacu-

mulenes (class A),4,5 as exemplified by Mansuy’s archetypal
porphyrin systems,4 where an FeCFe bonding description
has some merit, and (ii) metallacarbynes (class B), which involve
electronically disparate metals and call for a localized valence-
bond description (MC−M′).6 A third class (C), examples of
which remain rare,3b involves the reversible formation of a weak,
labile adduct between a terminal carbido ligand and an
unsaturated metal center. An analogy with CO, isonitrile, or N-
heterocyclic carbene coordination may be entertained, leading to
their description as dative or polar covalent bonds (MC:→

M′). No doubt, intermediate examples will emerge with time to
interpolate a bonding continuum.
We recently investigated the reactions of lithiated carbyne

complexes [M{CLi(THF)n}(CO)2(Tp*)] [M =Mo, W; Tp*
= κ3-hydrotris(3,5-dimethylpyrazol-1-yl)borate] with a variety of
electrophiles, which lead to novel heteroatom C-functionalized
carbyne derivatives,6e,f,8 including ones with substituents less
amenable to conventional carbyne synthetic protocols.7 Among
these, the reactions with transition-metal electrophiles provide a
remarkably facile route to heterobimetallic bridging carbido
complexes of class B in which the second metal is d6 iron,8d d8

nickel,8e or d10 mercury (Scheme 2).6f Caveats associated with

the generation, thermolability, and longevity of the intermediate
lithiated carbynes encouraged us to pursue more readily
manageable reagents for the installation of carbido groups. To
this end, we considered the possibility of preparing stannyl- or
gold-functionalized carbyne complexes.
The stannylcarbyne complex [Mo(CSnPh3)(CO)2(Tp*)]

(1a) results from the successive treatment of [Mo(CBr)-
(CO)2(Tp*)] with

nBuLi and ClSnPh3.
8b Here we report that

the complexes [M(CSnMe3)(CO)2(Tp*)] [M =Mo (1b), W
(1c)] may be prepared similarly and in high yield by employing
ClSnMe3 (Scheme 3). The complexes are thermally stable and
only mildly air-sensitive in solution. Characterization data [see
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Scheme 1. Classification of Binuclear Carbido Ligands: (a)
Cumulenic (Class A); (b)Metallacarbyne (Class B); (c) Polar
Covalent (Class C)

Scheme 2. Synthesis of Heterobimetallic Carbido Complexes
via Halocarbyne Lithium/Halogen Exchangea

aTp* = hydrotris(3,5-dimethylpyrazol-1-yl)borate).6f,8d,e Conditions:
(i) nBuLi, −78 °C, THF; (ii) [FeCl(CO)2(η-C5H5)]; (iii) HgCl2; (iv)
[NiCl2(PEt3)2].
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the Supporting Information (SI)] correspond to those for the
structurally authenticated analogue 1a and call for no further
comment other than to note that the 13C resonances for the
carbyne carbons display coupling to the spin-active isotopes of
tin (e.g., for 1c: δC = 343.4 ppm, 1JCSn = 241.4 Hz, 1JCW = 63.4
Hz).
Organotin reagents have on a few isolated occasions been

shown to undergo transmetalation reactions with [AuCl(PPh3)]
to afford organogold derivatives.9 We therefore investigated the
reaction of 1b with [AuCl(PPh3)] in benzene at room
temperature and found that it cleanly provides the novel yellow
mononuclear gold class-B carbido complex [Mo(CAuPPh3)-
(CO)2(Tp*)] (2a). The formulation of 2a rests firmly on
spectroscopic data, which included the observation of a
molecular ion using electrospray ionization (ESI) mass
spectrometry. Unfortunately, the low solubility of 2a precluded
the unequivocal observation of the 13C resonance associated with
the bridging carbido ligand. The complex slowly decomposes at
room temperature, depositing colloidal gold, thereby thwarting
attempts to obtain useful microanalytical and crystallographic
data.
In search of more stable analogues of 2a, the reaction of 1c

with [AuCl(AsPh3)] was investigated, but rather than the
anticipated analogue [W(CAuAsPh3)(CO)2(Tp*)] (2b),
which could only be observed fleetingly (νCO = 1998, 1915
cm−1 in CH2Cl2), a red compound devoid of any coordinated
arsine, 3, was isolated. In view of the conspicuous absence of the
original gold coligand, the more labile reagent [AuCl(SMe2)]
was treated with 1c and also found to provide 3 in comparable
yield (84%). The solution spectroscopic data were consistent
with the empirical formulation “[W(CAu)(CO)2(Tp*)]n”,
with only single resonances being observed for the carbido ligand
(δC = 361.3 ppm, 1JCW = 75.5 Hz) and the carbonyl ligands (δC =
222.6 ppm, 1JCW = 181.1 Hz) in C6D6. The pattern of resonances
for the Tp* ligand indicated local Cs symmetry (on the 1H and
13C NMR time scales) for the tungsten center(s), while the high-
resolution ESI mass spectrum suggested a tetrameric assembly.

The tetrameric nature of the complex was confirmed by an X-ray
diffraction study, the results of which are summarized in Figure
1.10

The crystallographic symmetry (P1 ̅) does not impose any
geometric constraints upon the molecule such that each metric
parameter is unique. Accordingly, this discussion is limited to
mean geometric parameters. The central core comprises an
eight-membered (AuC)4 ring bearing four tangential tungsten
centers. The mean Au···Au separation of 3.231 Å lies toward the
long end of the range for which aurophilic interactions11 might
normally be invoked but is still within the sum of the van der
Waals radii (ca. 3.6 Å). Each carbido bridge adopts T-shaped
coordination by interacting differently with two gold centers, one
(Au∥) approaching collinearity with the W−μC vector (mean
W−μ-C−Au∥ angle = 163.4°) and the other (Au⊥) close to
orthogonal to this vector (mean W−μ-C−Au⊥ angle = 92.1°).
The W−μC separation of 1.877 Å remains within the range
typical of WC multiple bonds,7a while the W−Au separation
(2.8322 Å) and large W−μ-C−Au∥ angle are reminiscent of the
rare examples of “semibridging” carbyne ligands, for which one
previous tungsten−gold example has been reported, namely,
[WAu(μ-CC6H4Me-4)(CO)2(PPh3)(η

5-C2B9H9Me2)] (W−
C−C = 162.77°, W−Au = 2.781 Å, W−C−Au = 86°).12 An
alternative perspective for interpreting the structure of 3 might
consider the isolobal mapping that relates WC and CC
triple bonds, in which case parallels with gold alkynyls may be
entertained. Notably, the molecular structure of 3 corresponds in
isolobal terms to that suggested by Coates for oligomeric
(AuCCtBu)n,

13 which has eluded observation in the intervening
50 years. A compound of the same empirical formula was
subsequently identified by Mingos as the [2]catenane
[(AuCCtBu)6]2.

14 The structural chemistry of binary gold
acetylides (RCCAu)n remains poorly studied, in part because
of their oligomeric (and explosive!) nature. This arises from the
combination of strong Au−C σ bonding with weaker, labile
Au(CC) π and aurophilic Au···Au interactions, which do not

Scheme 3. Synthesis of Heteronuclear Gold Carbido
Complexesa

aConditions: (i) nBuLi, ClSnMe3; (ii) [AuCl(PPh3)]; (iii) [AuCl-
(AsPh3)]; (iv) [AuCl(SMe2)]; (v) 25 °C, 12 h; (vi) PPh3; (vii) PEt3.

Figure 1. Molecular structure of 3 in a crystal (60% displacement
ellipsoids, Tp* ligands simplified for clarity). Selected mean bond
lengths (Å) and angles (deg): Au⊥−W, 2.8322; Au∥−μC, 1.995;
Au⊥−μC, 2.078; W−μC, 1.877; Au⊥···Au∥, 3.231; W−Au⊥−Au∥, 167.8;
W−μC−Au∥, 163.4; W−μC−Au⊥, 92.1.
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persist when stronger extraneous donors are available to sustain
disaggregation.
Complex 3 displays no fluorescence of note, but the adopted

structure clearly has intergold separations (3.32 Å) less than
twice the van der Waals radius for gold. The question of direct
Au···Au interactions therefore arose and was addressed by a
computational study at the ONIOM(MO6:PM6) DFT level of
theory (see the SI for details). Interestingly, attempts to optimize
the geometry of 3 beginning from the experimentally determined
atomic coordinates resulted in a significant change in both the
geometry and bonding. This suggests that the observed geometry
(an approximatelyC4hW4Au4C4 core; Chart 1) is imposed by the

crystal lattice, while the ground-state geometry in solution is
likely to be that shown in Figure 2 (3-D2h). Notably, the less

compact 3-D2h geometry involves symmetrical carbido bridges
with no direct gold−tungsten interaction and substantially
contracted Au···Au separations, which are however not identical
(2.86 and 3.06 Å). Among the derived frontier molecular orbitals
(MOs) associated with the rectangular core of 3-D2h, the
HOMO−5 involves alternating bonding and antibonding
interactions around the Au4 ring, to which we attribute the
significant alternation in Au···Au bond-lengths (Figure 2).

Because geometry optimization led from the observed
geometry to 3-D2h, it was necessary to derive MOs from a
single-point calculation based on the 3-C4h coordinates (see the
SI). Natural bond orbital (NBO) analysis indicated a triple bond
(one σ bond and two π bonds) within each WC unit. The σ
bonds comprise ∼40% tungsten (∼69% d character) and ∼60%
carbon (sp character) contributions. The WC π bond in the
C4Au4 plane has noticeably more tungsten character than the one
orthogonal to the metallacycle (ca. 65 and 45%, respectively,
both with >90% d character). The WC−Au bond is formed by a
∼75% C(sp) contribution with the Au 6s orbital. Interestingly, a
strong donor−acceptor interaction between one WC π-bond
pair and a Au 6p orbital (>95%) appears to be primarily
responsible for the orthogonal C−Au bond formation. There is,
however, no evidence of direct Au···Au interactions among the
Au atoms in the central core, consistent with the absence of
emission spectra for 3 during luminescence studies. Previous
examples of metal−carbon multiple bonds coordinating to
gold(I) include the salts [W2Au(μ-CC6H4Me-4)(CO)4(η-
C5H5)2][PF6]

16 and [W2Au(μ-CC6H4Me-4)(CO)4Cl2(bipy)2]-
[PF6]

16b and the μ-methylene complex [OsAu(μ-CH2)ClI-
(NO)(PPh3)2].

17

The symmetrically bridging carbido ligand suggested to occur
for 3-D2h in solution is noteworthy in that three-coordinate
carbido bridging is limited to a single example in the platinum−
diruthenium compound [(Cp*Ru)2(μ2-H)(μ2-NHPh)(μ3-C)-
Pt(CH3)(PMe3)2]OTf recently reported by Matsuzaka,15 which
results from activation of a bridging methylene ligand. However,
the bonding is quite distinct from that observed for 3-D2h, as the
Pt−C bond is essentially a single bond and the unsaturation is
associated with the Ru2(μ-C) unit.
Given that 3 forms via dissociation of AsPh3 from the

observable complex 2b or SMe2 from the putative intermediate
[W(CAuSMe2)(CO)2(Tp*)], we briefly considered whether
3 might be disaggregated by more nucleophilic ligands. While
treating 3 with PPh3 failed to generate observable amounts of 2c
(the tungsten analogue of 2a) directly, we may infer from the
broadening of the 31P NMR peak for “free” triphenylphosphine
that an equilibrium between 3 and 2c operates in solution. The
more nucleophilic phosphine PEt3, however, cleanly reacts with 3
to provide the monomeric carbido complex [W(CAuPEt3)-
(CO)2(Tp*)] (2d). These results are consistent with the relative
labilities of these ligands when bound to Au(I) centers: PEt3 <
PPh3 < AsPh3 < SMe2.
Cross demonstrated the versatility of gold alkynyls for

organotransmetalation to palladium,18 and more recently,
Bruce showed that this transmetalation may be productively
incorporated into catalytic processes for C−C bond formation.19

Transmetalation also occurs between isolated 3 and
[PdCl2(P

nBu3)2] to afford the new palladium carbido complex
trans-[Pd{CW(CO)2(Tp*)}Cl(P

nBu3)2] (4) (Scheme 4).
Given the clean formation of 3 from 1c and subsequent

Chart 1. Idealized Geometries for Experimentally Observed
Semibridging (3-C4h) and Computationally Optimized
Symmetrically Bridging (3-D2h) Carbido Complexes

Figure 2. ONIOM(MO6:PM6)-optimized geometry of 3 in the gas
phase (3-D2h), with an overlay of the 3-D2h HOMO−5.

Scheme 4. Carbido Relay Transmetalation from Tin to
Palladium via Gold
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transmetalation to give 420 and “AuCl”, we considered whether a
relay transmetalation between 1 and palladium via gold might be
viable. While the generality of this approach has yet to be
established, the proof of concept follows from a model study:
complex 1c failed to react with [PdCl2(P

nBu3)2] at room
temperature over a period of 7 days, but addition of either
[AuCl(AsPh3)] or [AuCl(SMe2)] (5 mol %) resulted in the
smooth conversion of 1c to 4 (Scheme 4).21

While it would be premature to extrapolate from a single result,
the implication is that transmetalation from tin to palladium does
not occur at room temperature but transfer from tin to gold and
then from gold to palladium is productive under these mild
conditions. In addition to providing novel bridging modes for
carbido ligands, the utility of these gold carbido reagents could be
demonstrated with respect to participation in facile trans-
metalation processes with metal halides, which we are currently
exploring. We note that the beneficial effect of cuprous salts on
Stille couplings is well-documented22 and now suggest that
suitable gold complexes may well play a useful cofactor role that
is worthy of further exploration.
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